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BACKGROUND
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33%

STEM summer programs boosted the likelihood of 
students graduating college by up to 

Still, students are limited to STEM education due 
to narrow views of summer school that students 

and families have



The Houston Association for Space and 
Science Education (HASSE) inspires and 
empowers students in STEM, 
particularly space exploration, by 
connecting them with influential figures 
and showcasing career pathways.

ABOUT HASSE









Currently has strong connections 
internationally and with University 
of Houston, Texas A&M, and Rice 
University

Relies on word of mouth for 
students to learn about their 
programs

ABOUT HASSE



PROBLEM SPACES

Difficulty connecting with high 
school students 

HASSE is looking to have more 
established relationships with 
local high schools



Students

Users

Parents, 
Teacher

ddxxUser Persona —> Meet Isabella
● A passionate high school student
● Dreams of an inspiring STEM curriculum
● Has limited access to opportunities in STEM
● Aspires to pursue a career in STEM and seeks experience 



Schools
Greater Houston public & private 

schools 

STAKEHOLDERS



Co-founder of HASSE

Community Partner
James CY L.



Learning About Our Users
INTERVIEWS & RESEARCH

02



How can we bring external STEM education 
programs to Houston high schools?



KEY INSIGHTS: USER SURVEY

● 12 Schools contacted
○ 5 student responses
○ 1 Teacher response
○ (Energy Institute High)



KEY INSIGHTS: STUDENT INTEREST

No real interest in a out 
of school program

50% of students are interested in 
summer programs83% of students are 

interested in after school 
programs



NEW DRIVING QUESTION:
How can we develop a personalized 

after-school  STEM curriculum  that caters to 
individual students'  learning styles and 

preferences, fostering  a deeper passion for 
STEM subjects?



DESIGN GOALS
ACCESSIBILITY

SCALABILITY

PERSONALIZED

How can we make HASSE affordable? How 
will students access the programming?

Creating programming that is designed 
around the students.

Future proofing the solution to meet the 
needs now and beyond.
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SHORT TERM

MEASURES OF SUCCESS

one new program at a 
Houston HS where 20+ 

students attend

LONG TERM
25% increase in 

students attending 
HASSE summer program



PAST CHALLENGES

TRAVEL

FUNDING
ONLINE

STEM



INITIAL SOLUTIONS

CONNECT WITH 
YOUTH

REFINE CURRICULUM 
FOR DISTRIBUTION

WEBINAR LECTURES



THANK YOU!
What are some creative ways to connect with users?

What do we inspire passion in youth?


